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IVORY COAST 


National Situation Assessed 
54000042 Abidjan FRA, ERNITE MATIN in French 
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[Text] “AIDS is a disease. It is a public health problem. 
It is everyone's problem. Our only real weapon against it 
is prevention, prevention that consists of combatting 
sexual contamination by limiting the number of partners 
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HIV Statistics, Measures Reviewed 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
AIDS Day is not intended to spread anxiety among the 
people. 


« Our ubjective is to inform you of the existence of a 
real problem. 

* Our duty is to inform you of the risk of a spread of the 
epidemic in the coming years. 

* Our mission is to promote awareness of the steps to be 
taken to curb the spread of the disease. 

We are basing our informational and educational drive 

on four pivotal ideas that should spur us to action: 


1. The fight against AIDS is a long-term proposition 
because it essentially rests on changing the behavior 
edividual 


2. Each of us is individually concerned. 


3. Each of us must insure his own protection. Each must 
take care not to put his health, or tt at of his neighbor or 
partner, at risk. 

4. Finally, at this time there is no effective medication 
against AIDS. 

The only reliable and available remedy that guarantees 
us @ permanent cure is prevention. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


and every one of you good health 
Thank you 
NIGERIA 
Law on Blood for AIDS Te Be Enacted 


$4000029 Lagos THE GUARDIAN in English 
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two or more antibiotics for an ailment when just one will 
do. 


infection in Nigena was substantial, but proffered no 
solutions 
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“In the streets of Kigali in Rwanda, the “slim disease” 
which also causes tiny sore on the skin is very real. Some 


victims are very real walking corpses. 
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Level of Cadmium Found in Fraser River 


54200022 Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL 
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WHO Workshop Cites Lack of AIDS Preventive 


54004308 Sydney THF SYDNEY MORNING 
HERALD in English 15 Dec 88 p 15 


[Article by Pilita Clark: “AIDS Prevention Runs Foul of 
the Church, Ostriches in the Pacific”] 


[Text] One of the saddest facts about AIDS and HIV 
infection is that the only known weapons against it to 
date are education, education and mote education. 


Most Western countries, like Australia, have had rela- 
tively well-financed and nationally organised AIDS pre- 
vention strategies in place for some years. 


But right on Australia’s doorstep, there are some coun- 
tries so far behind the cight-ball in this area that it's 
frightening. 

According to one senior World Hea'‘th Organisation 
official, HIV infection is se‘ te “spread like wildfire” in 
both Fiji and the Philippines unless action is taken soon. 


The extent of the problem was driven home at a WHO 
workshop on AIDS and the print media in Manila last 
week. 


Twelve Western Pacific region countries, including New 
Zealand and Australia, sent journalists and health 
department public relations officers to the workshop to 
discuss ways of motivating the media towards “the 
proper dissemination” of information on HIV infection, 
as the WHO put it. 


One by one, each of the delegates outlined the main 
problems faced in reporting on AIDS in their countries 
and, as they did so, a disturbing pattern of ignorance, 
reporting of the extent of infection emerged. 


Only this month, for instance, a Papua New Guinea 
newspaper published a report by a policeman headed 
“Shoot AIDS victims”. In another case PNG, an AIDS 
sufferer was isolated in a hut far from his village and 
simply left to die. 


And just five minutes’ walk from the WHO's Manila 
office, the Manila Hilton sells an alarming 
“AIDS risk test” for about 37 cents—a plastic card that 
claims to show “potential susceptibility to Human 
immunodeficiency Virus”, (“based on a specific princi- 
ple”), according to the colour it changes to when pressed 
by one’s thumb for a count of five. 


Apart from the obvious insanity of duping people into 
thinking a card could show whether they were at risk, the 
card usually shows a “low risk” colour anyway. 


z 
z 


Fijian Ministry of Health (and one of Fiji's two WHO 
workshop delegates), admitted this was surprising. 


Mr Ravea said the doctor who claimed there were two 
cases had been “questioned” and could not provide any 


on child-bearing mothers, on 
women generally, and the fact that it is also a heterosex- 
ual disease have yet to register, not only in the media, but 
also among the public at large”. 
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want to push them too much.” 














ment for condom use. 


for that 
some countries have found it extremely difficult to 
obtain information about AIDS. 


One of the Guam delegates for instance, complained 
about the number of bureaucratic clearances required 
just to get figures on the incidence of AIDS on the island. 


During his last six years on the GUAM TRIBUNE, he 
was aware of only one case of AIDS. That was revealed 
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The relatively low rate of reported infection has been 
attributed to a number of factors, such as cultural norms 
and isolation. But the low rate of testing in some coun- 
tries has led some to fear that there is substantial 
under-reporting and the real rates of infection are actu- 
ally much higher. 


THAILAND 


Experts See Strong Potential for AIDS Deluge 
BK2401102389 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
24 Jan 89 Afiernoon Edition p ! 


[Text] Foreign AIDS experts this morning warned that 
Thailand has a strong potential for the AIDS deluge and 
said it should look to the African model instead of the 
industrialized countries’ experiences to study how the 
disease will be spread. 


Dr R. Dwyer, an expert from Australia, speaking at the 
second international conference on AIDS in Asia said 
Thailand is in a precarious situation because most car- 
riers are intravenous drug users. 


The conference opened this morning at the Hyatt Cen- 
tral Plaza Hotel. 


He estimated that in three years, Thailand could have up 
to 50,000 people infected with the AIDS virus. 


Most countries reported that the rate of spread of the 
disease among drug addicts is very high, he added. 


He added that when they have sexual intercourse with 
others, it sped up the rate of transmission. 


Experts said that there are approximately 1500,000- 
200,000 people with full-blown AIDS in African countries. 


This is in comparison with over 90,000 cases in the 
United States—haif of whom have died—and approxi- 
mately 15,000 in Europe. 


Dr Chitphong Chaiwasu said that in all of Asia, there are 
only 281 reported cases of AIDS and he commented that 
this number is probably a vast underestimation of the 
real total, as many Asian governments still do not or 
refuse to recognize the problem. 


Public Health Minister Chuan Likphai said in the open- 
ing address that all but one of the 10 AIDS cases in 
Thailand are dead, including the |3-month baby girl, 
who died last September. 


The minister said that 1989 will be designated as Thai- 
land's Year to Combat AIDS and that this international 
meeting “gives us a good start”. 











Dr Thepphannom Muangmaen, dean of the Faculty of 
Public Health, Mahidon University, and organizer of the 
conference, said the rate of heterosexual transmission of 


He said that according to his survey, three percent of 
Thailand's reported cases were from heterosexual con- 
ee ae 
l . 


Dr Thepphanom said that knowledge about 
AIDS, it was found that 80 percent of the respondents in 
the three groups knew that engaging in oral, anal, and 


Dr Thepphanom said that the questionnaire showed that 
a total of 20,865 people have had blood tests, of which 69 
tested positive for AIDS. That is, the danger of contract- 
ing AIDS is about 3 in 1,000 for the people *n the at-risk 
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important public health problem. Moreover, AIDS test- 
ing services in the four regions are not offered on a large 
scale. Thus, state units should carry on public relations 
activities and disseminate more information on this. The 


data should not be concealed. 


“The general feeling is that public health units, including 
the ministry and the universities, should coordinate 
things closely in carrying on public relations activities to 
inform the people. The focus should be on the high-risk 
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[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] A reporter in Phichit Prov- 
ince reported that at approximately 0900 hours on 2! 
October at the auditorium of the Phichit Hospital, 200 
doctors, nurses, and officials concerned held a meeting 
to discuss the topic “Ways To Prevent the Spread of 
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Suthat said that all of these pecsec are drug addicts. Two 


As for the discovery of AIDS in Saraburi Province, Mr 
of these people are military draftees who have now been 
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AIDS in Hospitals.” Attending the conference were Dr 
Amnuai Traisupha, an expert on AIDS, and Mr Wirot 


over the reports 
that three patients at the hospital have been found to 
have the AIDS virus. 
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an injection, he gives it to him. [passage omitted] 


The reporter reported that the relatives of these three 
patients have all been given blood tests to check for the 


In an article appearing in issue 18 of KHAO SAN ROK 
AIDS published by Bangkok Metropolitan, Dr Manot 
Lithochawalit of the Wachira Hospital, stated that AIDS 
is now spreading very rapidly among drug addicts. This 
is because the addicts share the same needles. Around 


EAST ASIA 


the middle of 1987, Wachira Hospital, in cooperation 
with the Faculty of Medicine, Sirirat Hospital, con- 
ducted a survey among 300 people but did not find any 
evidence of the AIDS virus. But in a survey conducted in 


nate to the Ministry of Public Health, 15.6 percent of the 
addicts examined were found to have the AIDS virus. 
Every month since then, the percentage of drug addicts 
found to have the AIDS virus has increased. During the 
most recent survey, the percentage was 23.24 percent. 


The article stated thai in Thailand, the AIDS virus is 
spread more by drug addicts sharing the same needle 
than by people engaging in sexual relations. 


will have to deal with this situation. 
Editorial Blames West for AIDS Spread 


$4004303a Bangkok MATICHOP in Thai 
22 Oct 88 p 8 


[Editorial: “Don't Be Complacent About AIDS”) 


must ale> take preventive measures and disseminate 
comprehensive data and information to the people and 


We must also establish a research center to carry on 
studies continuously and resolutely. We must invest men 
and money to defeat this disease. We must be prepared 
to face this problem and confront the actual situation in 


a prudent and comprehensive manner. 
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Bacterial Infection of Rosaceae Reported 


54003001 Prague SVOBODNE SLOVO in Czech 


7 Sep 88 p 4 
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prejudices against gays, which might increase under a 
broadly-based campaign that would be too direct. They 
did not want to give new life to prejudices that recently 
have been in decline. 


This is why they are stil: avoiding plain speaking, but 
that will come later, according to Knoblauch, when it is 
reasonable to say that it is anal sex that is dangerous. 


The Danish Medical Association and Peter Hiorth— 
despite differences in opinion—have opened up the 
opposite front by demanding that mention of the most 
dangerous route of infection—which is at the same time 
a “bridge” to the infection of heterosexuals—belongs in 
the broadly-based campaign. People shouldn't have to 
translate the messages; they should have them plain and 
undisguised. 


In magazines like the WEEKLY RAPPORT, which is 
chiefly read by young people between 13 and 19, anal sex 
is often described as the absolute sexual high. However, 
the health directorate, according to Lone de Neergaard, 
has never taken out ads in that magazine, or in other sex 
magazines. “We tried at the beginning, but it wasn't 
received particularly well, so we didn’t try it again,” she 
says. 


Large Information Campaigns Ended 
54002437 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 7 Dec 88 p 1 


[Article by Henrik Qvortrup and George Hilton] 


[Text] The big AIDS campaigns have come to an end. 
Now more money will be invested in fighting popular 
diseases, according to radical MP Kirsten Lee and Min- 
ister of Health Elsebeth Kock-Pedersen (Liberal). In 
upcoming budgets, greater emphasis will be placed on 
the prevention of cancer-related diseases, among other 
things. 


“AIDS has gotten all the money that AIDS is going to 
get.” 


This was radical MP Kirsten Lee's unequivocal reply to 
the latest figures from the State Serum Institute, which 
clearly indicate that the fearful prognoses we have been 
seeing up to now have been highly exaggerated. 


It is the end of extraordinary appropriations for the 
prevention of AIDS and big anti-AIDS campaigns. 


The Government has indicated in the proposed budget 
that the special appropriation for the AIDS information 
campaign that was given out this year will be eliminated 
in 1989. The feared epidemic spread of AIDS among the 
heterosexual portion of the Danish population has failed 
to materialize. 


WEST EUROPE 


“We have gone through a very aggressive and costly 
investment against AIDS, but now the time is ripe to use 
more money to combat the serious popular diseases 
which are due to alcohol and tobacco abuse. These are 
problems which deserve at least as much attention as 
AIDS does,” Lee says. 


Kirsten Lee believes that AIDS has overshadowed health 
policy discussions, and that the massive AIDS campaign 
bears a great deal of the responsibility for the fact that, 
practically speaking, it has been impossible to get 
<hrough with other health messages to the population— 
messages as least equally important, according to Lee. 


Minister of Health Elsebeth Kock-Petersen (Liberal) 
agrees with the radical physician: 


“We have had very broadly-based and highly compre- 
hensive AIDS campaigns. Now the thing to do is to keep 
up public knowledge by means of similar, targeted cam- 


paigns. We need, among other things, campaigns 
directed at the youth and at homosexuals.” 


The minister of health wants to increase our efforts 
against popular diseases. This will be made apparent in 
an acounting which the minister is preparing for early 
next year. 


“Cancer and heart disease will play a central rcie in these 
plans,” Minister of Health Elsebeth Kock-Pedersen said. 


AIDS Experts Decry Government's Plan To Halt 


54002450- Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 8 Dec 88 p 9 


[Article by George Hilton: “Experts: Stopping AIDS 
Campaign Would Be Catastrophic”) 


[Text] A Catastrophe. 


AIDS experts shake their heads and warn Minister of 
Health Elsebeth Kock-Petersen (Radical Liberal Party) 
against shutting off funds for more nationwide AIDS 


campaigns. 


AIDS expert and Chief physician Jens Ole Nielsen at 
Hvidovre Hospital said, “It would be « catastrophe and 
terribly wrong if the politicians cut the investment now, 
because in the past months there have been fewer AIDS 
cases than anticipated. That would be like the pilot 
Cutting the engine just as the airplane takes off.” 


“The patients who are now being diagnosed as having 
AIDS were infected 3 or 4 years ago, and therefore before 
the campaign. We have no direct proof that the cam- 
paign helped. We do not know whether we have stopped 
the spread of the infection.” 








1987. At the end of November there were 345 peopic ill 
with AIDS in this country. But thousands, perhaps more 
than 10,000, are walking around with the infection in 
their bodies. “It is just now that we should follow up with 
new campaigns, aimed at both the population as a whole 
and at the high-risk groups. In the beginning it was surely 
correct to focus on condoms. Now we must have more 


figures are one week old, so it cannot be excluded that we 
are at the beginning of an epidemic, or that one will 
come in a few weeks. 


In week 51, which is the week before Christmas Eve, 
there were 6,000 new cases of influenza. In the 2 preced- 
ing weeks there were 4,000 and 5,000 cases respectively. 


“But,” said Chief physician Henrik Zoffmann, “that isa 


The influenza figures are based on the weekly reports 
from practising physicians. But in addition there are 
laboratory tests, which are sent in by hospitals and 
doctors to get a diagnosis. 


H3N2, which is found in Sweden and Norway. Teat 


The State Serum Institute has expressly asked Sweden if 
the influenza epidem’: is worse than normal this year, 
but it is not. There are apparently no more complications 
with A-H3N2 than with the “normal strains.” Influenza 


is unpleasant, but not especially malignant. 


Serious Streptococcus Infection 
54002450a Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 12 Dec 88 p 2 


[Article by Henning Ziebe: “Serious Throat Infection 
Coming From Norway and Sweden”; first paragraph is 
BERLINGSKE TIDENDE introduction] 


[Text] Doctors at the State Serum Institute are alert for a 
new streptococcus throat inflammation which in certain 
circumstances can lead to death. 


Experts at the State Serum Institute are alert for a 
streptococcus (bacterial) infection of a somewhat differ- 
ent type, which in rare cases can have serious conse- 
quences. It is estimated that the infection this year has 
cost the lives of 26 Norwegians and 9 Swedes. 


Every year there are several hundred thousand cases of 
throat inflammation in this country which are attributed 
to streptococci, but in the past 10 years the illness has 
become much milder than before. 


In Oslo last year an accumulation of cases was discov- 
ered in which a somewhat changed type of bacteria was 
blamed, and which, presumably when the patient came 
ender treatment very late, could go into the blood (as 
blood poison) and have very serious consequences. Later 
notices were received from Sweden that similar cases 
had been seen there of the serious streptococcus strain. 
The cause of the change in the type of bacteria is 
unknown. 


Chief physician Jorgen Henrichsen of the State Serum 
Institute said that they are carefully following develop- 
ments and making many type diagnoses in streptococcus 
infections over the entire country to see if the more 
aggressive type will appear. In that case they will imme- 
diately warn Danish doctors so that they can be aware of 
the risk and intervene in time and perhaps thereby avoid 
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the serious consequences. An increased number of infec- 
tions has not yet been confirmed in Denmark, but there 
has been a shift in the strain in the cases in Norway and 
Sweden. 


The symptoms are normal for throat inflammation, 
namely a sore throat. Many do not go to a doctor because 
they believe it is just a consequence of a common cold. If 
it is a streptococcus infection it can be treated with 


for treatment toc late, according to Chief physician 
Jorgen Henrichsen. 


There is a minor influenza epidemic going on in Sweden, 
and it is not unlikely that it will come here. It causes 
many people to cough and sneeze, and in this way the 
streptococci are more casily spread from person to 
person. 


At the moment the State Serum Institute has set an alert 
watch for the entire country, but the Ministry of Health 
has decided that it will prolong the payments for type 
diagnoses, and that can mean that the opportunity is lost, 
according to Jorgen Henrichsen. 


FINLAND 


Helsinki Area AIDS Fight Seen 
54002434 Helsinki SUOMEN KUVALEHTI 
in Finnish18 Nov 88 p 66 


[Article by Juhani Virkki: “Helsinki Knows How To 
Stop AIDS: Fewer and Fewer New AIDS Cases Seem To 
Arise Yearly in Helsinki Than in Other Big Chies of 
World” ] 


[Text] As of last week, 41 cases of AIDS had been 
confirmed in Finland since 1983. Twenty-four of the 
patients have died, and three have left the country. 
Shown to be infected with the virus are 233 persons, 37 
of whom are foreigners. Seventy percent of those figures 
are in the Uusimaa region, mainly Greater Helsinki. 


In Helsinki, 46 new HIV infections appeared in 1986, 43 
in 1987, and 24 by the end of September of this year. The 
trend would seem to be such that just a few more than 30 
persons will fall prey to the infection this year. 


According to National Health Board inspector Satu 
Hovi, the reduction by one-fourth is remarkable and 
nothing suggests that the seemingly positive picture is 
deceptive or that a great many of those infected have not 
been tested for HIV. Hovi believes there are roughly 300 
HIV carriers in our country. 


“However, what appears to be a good situation is trou- 
blesome in the sens that although the epidemic is 
subsiding, the share of heterosexuals—more than 20 
percent—is very high, and the number of infections 
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AIDS Campaign Effective in Changing Youths’ 
Sex Practices 
$4002438 Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 
10 Dec 88 p 10 


This information has not affected young people's sexual 
activity, but the use of condoms as contraceptives has 
clearly become more common. 


Over a 2-year period, Helsinki University has gathered 
data on the sexual behavior, fears, and attitudes of 
13-to-17-year-olds. Approximately 2,600 youths from 
the survey in April 1986 and April 1988. 


Information about AIDS and the marketing of condoms 
were shown to have clearly hit home, especially among 
girls. 


Girls Fear Pregnancy 


In the 1988 survey, more than 70 percent of the girls said 
Two years earlier, just 57 percent of the girls said 
condoms were used. 


Only half the boys used condoms the first time they had 
intercourse. 


Fear of AIDS and other venercal diseases increased 
unmistakably during the information ign. A little 
over half the youths were afraid of venereal diseases in 
1988, but roughly 70 percent this year. At the same time, 
fear of pregnancy has increased with fear of disease. Four 
out of five girls said they were afraid of getting pregnant. 


A research team from the Public Health Institute has still 
not explained why more and more youths fear their own 
sexual abnormality as well as diseases and pregnancy. 








In school, only 6 percent of the | 5-year-olds had been 
taught about sexual minorities, 26 percent about social 
life in geaeral, 50 percent about venereal diseases, and 
60 percent about contraceptives. 


Just one-fifth of the boys and less than half of the giris 
knew that it is casiest for a woman to become pregnant 
midway through her menstrual cycle. 


According to research, the sexual experience of youths 
has not increased in recent years. Not quite one-third of 
the | 5-year-olds have had intercourse. 


The boys’ initiative in acquiring sexual experiences has 
increased slightly in recent years. In the interviews, the 
boys said they were about twice as willing as the girls to 
acquire experiences. 


SPAIN 


University AIDS Study Conclusions Published 
54002441 Madrid YA in Spanish 16 Dec 88 p 16 


[Article by Florencio Valladares] 


[Excerpts] Only 7.5 percent of Spanish citizens say that 
their sex lives have changed because of fear of the 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), while 
86.3 percent say that fear of the virus “has had no 
influence” on their sexual habits. Changes in habits, 
moreover, are most clearly seen among prostitutes (57.5 
percent), homosexuals (57.2 percent) and drug addicts 
(44 percent), a study made by the social analysis center at 
the Menendez Pelayo International University reveals. 
The conclusions obtained from this study were made 
public yesterday, a day before the beginning of the World 
AIDS Campaign, an effort designed to educate peopie 
about how to eliminate the risk of contracting this 
disease insofar as possible. 


The greatest changes where the general popviation is 
concerned are seen in the avoidance of sex with casual 
partners and the demand that condoms be used in casual 
relationships. Moreover, 23.2 percent of those who said 
they once “used prostitutes” say they have abandoned 
this practice. 








order to determine if there has been contact with the 
virus. 


—Only 6.2 percent would favor the free distribution of 
drugs. 

—A third of those interviewed believe that the govern- 
ment is concealing a part of the truth about AIDS in 
order to avoid creating panic in society. 

—Sexual relations between men and women are 
regarded as the only normal kind by 58.9 percent of 
the population. 

—Half of the men interviewed have neve: used the 
services of a prostitute [passage omitted]. 

—cemenee, j.- | \ueemeemsnee 

® Sexember | 


Intravenous drug users 1,088 
Homooexuals 375 
Homosexual intravenous drug users 74 
Plasma recipients 125 
Transfusion recipients 24 
Children of mothers with risk factor 48 
Heterosexual couples with nsk factor 59 
Unknown $5 
No data 2 
Total 1,850 





WEST EUROPE 


Distribetion of AIDS Cases in Spain and Sex 
of 30 Sepeember 1988) - 


Age Men Women Total 
0-14 $1 24 75 
15-19 35 13 48 
20-29 760 186 946 
30-39 492 60 $52 
44s 138 2 140 
$0-59 46 10 56 
Over 60 21 3 24 
Age unknown 6 3 9 
Total 1,850 


Spanish AIDS patients have died. As of 21 June 1988, 
1,471 cases of AIDS had been reported nationally, and of 
these patients, 619 have died. 


meet the criteria according to the old definition, and 321 
meet the criteria according to the new definition used 
since | January 1988 on the instructions of the WHO, 
after the decision was made to include pathologies 


ships tend to be younger, with the concentration being 
found between 20 and 39 years of age.” 
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Of the total number of infected persons reported, 1,236 
are male (84.02 percent) and 235 are female (15.98 
percent). The largest number of cases, in a breakdown by 
risk group, continues to be among drug addicts, with 846 


seen in Madnd, the Balearic Islands, the Basque terntory 


The cases reported there total 8, 37, 1, 23, 45 and 17, 
respectively. 


129 reported cases, the Valencia Community 89, Astu- 
rias 28, the Canary Islands 27, Aragon 25, Navarre 17, 
Cantabria 13, and La Rioja 5. 


SWEDEN 
MP Criticizes Government's Policies on AIDS 


Government To Propose Measures 
54002442 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
| Dec 88 p 12 


[Article by Magdalena Ribbing: “Daniel Tarschys (Lib- 
eral Party) Attacks Government: Fight Against AIDS 


[Text] “It is definitely too early to sound ‘danger past’ as 
far as the HIV-infection is concerned,” says Daniel 
Tarschys (Liberal Party), chairman of the Committee for 
Social Affairs in the parliament and member of the AIDS 

ion. Tarschys feels that many things are lacking in 
the fight against HIV that is carried on in Sweden. 


“The plague of our time’ is an unfortunate concept,” 
says Daniel Tarschys, who has 10 large binders filled 
with material on AIDS and HIV in his office. Unlike 





government will issue a proposal in January about 
how to fight HIV. The actual content is not clear but the 
positive evaluation by the National Social Welfare Board 
of the Lund project with access to clean syringes and 
needles for drug addicts will probably be taken into 
consideration in the proposal. The Social Welfare Board 
has suggested that the Lund experiment be carried out in 
other parts of the country. Stockholm would be the 
primary target since that is where the spread of the 
infection is the greatest. 
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New HIV Cases Reported 
$4002442 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
22 Nov 88 p 37 
[Unattributed report: “10 HIV-Positive Last Month”] 


[Text] During the month of October, 10 new cases of 


Contact Seen Effective 
$4002442 Stockholm DAG NYHETER in Swedish 
12 Dec 88 p 10 


[Article by Sigrid Boe: “Contact Tracing Best Way to 
Map HIV™) 

[Text] Contact tracing is a more effective way of map- 
ping the spread of he HIV epidemic than general testing. 
Findings at the Clinic for Infectious Diseases at Dan- 
deryd Hospital in Stockholm confirm this. 


During the Fall they managed to trace a total of 203 
sexual partners of the 209 patients that are being cared 


for at the clinic. 
It was discovered when 187 of them were tested that as 
many as 34 percent were infected. 


“Compare this to the result of general tests where we 
only find one HIV-positive person in | ,000 tested,” says 
Nearly half of the HIV-infected who were discovered by 


contact tracing were not aware that they were infected. 
Among a total of 24 patients, 20 were probably infected 


heterosexually. 

Law About Diseases 
54002442 Stockholm DAG NYHETER in Swedish 
19 Dec 88 p 10 


[Press Wire Service, Inc. report: “23 Dangerous Diseases 
in New Law™] 


[Text] A new disease law will become effec- 


tive on | July 1989. It will replace a 1968 law and lists 23 
diseases dangerous to society, as well as | 5 other diseases 
which have to be reported. The new law does not 
distinguish between venereal and other dangerous dis- 
eases as was done previously. 


originated. The physician has to report such a case to the 
yy ee | en gemma 
as to the State Bacteriological 

Forced Isolation 


virulent. A person who has a dangerous disease and who 
does not accept measures designed to prevent the spread 
of the infection, can be forcibly isolated for an initial 
period of 3 months. Exarination but not treatment is 


A special law decrees that a person s* “>ected of a crime 
can in certain cases be examined for '.« HIV-infection. 
The condition ir sat the crime carric | with it the risk of 
infection to another person. This la’. will become effec- 
tive as carly as | January 1989. 


The parliament rejected a protest on the part of the 
Liberal Party and the Left-Wing Communist Party that a 
person should be able to remain anonymous both during 
the HIV test and also later if he were found to have the 


Hh 


According to the new law, the diseases that are danger- 
ee 
A and B as as well as hepatitis non A non B, 


Minister Discusses AIDS Situation, Combat 


the firm opinion of Minister of Health and Social Affairs 
. On Tuesday, she gave the National 
Board of Education [SO] 3.3 million kronor in addi- 
tional funds for providing information on AIDS to 
students in the upper level of comprehensive school and 
in upper secondary schools. 
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Risk Groups C oncecned 
$4002444a Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 


8 Dec 88 p 7 


[Article by Anders Oman: “Vaccine Runs Out] 
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On Monday, physicians on duty vis- 
td 376 bomen, 218 of whch concerned cases of influ- 
infections, which lead to pneumonia or sore throat.” 


7 ll 


themselves vaccinated. 


14 Dec 88 p 6 


[Article by Anders Lundqvist and Anita Sjoblom) 
[Text] The influenza is breaking records. Never before 


have so many persons reported in sick. In the province of 
Stockholra the 
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Empties Schools 
$4002444a Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
15 Dec 88 p 6 


[Text] The influenza is setting records in Torsby. Fry- 
kenskolan, the municipality's high school with 400 stu- 
dents, on Wednesday had 220 students and about 10 
teachers who were sick with the flu, most of them with a 
high fever. 

“In my 30 years as principal | have never experienced 
anything like it,” principal Ake Larsson tells DAGENS 
NYHETER. “More than 50 percent of all the students 
are home sick.” 


Minister Discounts Reports of Streptococcus 
F pidemic 


Nine Deaths in 1988 
$4002443a Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
13 Dec 88 p 7 


[Article by Kerstin Hellbom: “Deadly Bacteria Perpiex- 
ing”) 

[Text] A total of 9 persons have died in 1988 from a new 
disease caused by streptococcus. It is the same bacteria 
which normaily causes strep throat and scariet fever, but 
now has suddenly become “aggressive” and enters the 
blood directly. 


the age of 60, but those who died were of various ages.” 
says Dr Lars Hambracus, who is with the Department of 
Epidemiology at the National Bactenologscal Laboratory. 


This ts what Minister of Social Affairs Gertrud Sigurdsen 
said during the question period in the Riksdag on 
Thursday. 


So far this year, 110 persons have been taken ill and |! 
have died from streptococcus infection. It is believed 
that the disease is caused by the same strong bacterial 
virus that causes scarlet fever. The effect 1s intensified by 
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“There have been fewer reports from hiker« than ever 
this year. | will undertake a new inventory as1 on: the 


Lundh estumates the suze of the Hyaredaien stock to be 


between 25-30 animals at present. 
[Text] Vets have warned farmers in North Munster to 


take increased care when disposing of animal carcases 20 
prevent further spread of a killer animal disease 
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